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The species donax is an eye catcher with heights from 14-18’ depending on the heat 
of the summer, Giant reed can go up to 2 feet per week!  Origin: Mediterranean to 
eastern Asia.  Latin: reed. (Poaceae/Grass)

Arundo donax
Foliage: 96w x 156h x Plume: 168h 1/2 to Full Sun
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‘Variegata’ is extremely dramatic with the cream-white variegation.  It is whitest in 
spring and yellows in heat or by the end of the season.  This variety is about half the 
size of Arundo donax.  Origin: Mediterranean to eastern Asia.  Latin: reed. a.k.a. 
(‘Versicolor’). (Poaceae/Grass)

Arundo donax 'Variegata'
Foliage: 96w x 96h x Plume: 96h 1/2 to Full Sun
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This medium green clumping grass is a rather tidy plant.  In late August/September, 
150 plus 4' tall refined looking pink plumes top established clumps.  The pink color 
gives way to a bronze tone that remains through the fall.  Visitors who see this in 
plume can't leave without one.  This Calamagrostis tolerates hot summers much 
better than C. acutiflora though will suffer in it's look if not kept moist during drought.  
Feather reed grass is an awesome accent plant, or great for dried 

Calamagrostis brachytricha
Foliage: 48w x 36h x Plume: 48h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Finally, a variegated 'Karl Foerster'!  This beauty has bold white variegation in the 
center of each leaf with some shades of pink..  Latin: c. = "reed of the field", a. =  
"sharp (pointed) flower". (Poaceae/Grass)

Calamagrostis x acutiflora 'Avalanche'
Foliage: 32w x 32h x Plume: 72h 1/4 to Full Sun
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A new and rare gold variegated form of the popular c. 'Karl Foerster'.  The narrow, 
green leaves have a bright gold center which radiates out in the sunlight.  Attractive 
feathery plumes appears in June.  Latin: c. = "reed of the field", a. =  "sharp (pointed) 
flower". (Poaceae/Grass)

Calamagrostis x acutiflora 'Eldorado'
Foliage: 24w x 24h x Plume: 60h 1/4 to Full Sun
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Very attractive, white-variegated foliage forms an arching clump; clusters of wand-
like plume spikes 36" tall, emerging pink-tinged in June, then drying to golden 
through the rest of the growing season.  An excellent, cool season grass which is 
very effective when planted in groups.  Variegation is most pronounced in climates 
with low humidity and cool summer nights. Suffers in hot, humid weather.  Origin: 
Denmark.  Latin: c. = "reed of the field", a. =  "sharp (pointed) flower". 

Calamagrostis x acutiflora 'Overdam'
Foliage: 18w x 26h x Plume: 46h 1/4 to 3/4 Sun
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A columnar, cool season, medium-sized, June blooming ornamental grass, with 
green-pink-purple plumes, great winter effect, and vertical architectural lines. Popular 
worldwide!  It is one of the first grasses to come out of winter dormancy.  The plumes 
appear in June.  The distinctive vertical lines it gives to the garden is a real asset.  
This grass looks great in several clumps, and makes a great accent or background 
plant. Plants in containers make attractive specimens and survive most winters 

Calamagrostis x acutifolia 'Karl Foerster'
Foliage: 32w x 32h x Plume: 72h 1/2 to Full Sun
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(p.k.a. Carex elata 'Bowles Golden') A beautiful golden grass with graceful bending 
leaves.  The great gold color really brightens up darker locations using specimens or 
masses.  Also has faint, random longitudinal green stripes.  Yellow color is most 
intense in full sun.  For best appearance, it must be supplied with constant moisture 
(even slightly submerged 2-3" deep).  A great performer and a must to have in your 
collection.  Burns if too dry.  Spring growth is particularly striking.  Origin: Northern 

Carex elata 'Aurea'
Foliage: 24w x 20h x Plume: 30h 1/4 to Full Sun
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A miniature version of muskingumensis.  Very cute and great in mass plantings.  
Because of its low growing nature and very fine foliage it makes a great plant for 
minature outdoor railroads landscaping.  Origin: Native to low woods and wet 
meadows in north-central North America.. (Cyperaceae/Sedge)

Carex muskingumensis 'Little Midge'
Foliage: 20w x 10h x Plume: 10h Shade to Full Sun
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Leaves evenly green in spring.  Narrow yellow margins become increasingly evident 
as the season progresses.  Capable of forming large groundcover masses. Creeping 
by rhizomes. Numerous narrow, tapered leaves radiate from lax stems growing to 2 
ft. (60 cm) tall.  Looks like mini palm trees.  Very tropical look and feel!  Grows in 
water!  Origin: Sport from Wolfgang Oehme's garden, named by Tony Avent. 
(Cyperaceae/Sedge)

Carex muskingumensis 'Oehme'
Foliage: 20w x 24h x Plume: 24h Shade to Full Sun
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Tufted hair grass is a densely-tufted, upright-open, mound-forming, semi-evergreen 
perennial.  It is grown for its large, colorful, light green, graceful, early-blooming 
plumes that appear May through August.  The 2-3' vivid yellow to gold plume are 
used in flower arrangements.  Tufted hair grass is an excellent specimen plant in a 
conventional or water garden.  It is best used in group planting in the middle of a 
border and prefers a location in full sun or light shade with moist, slightly acid, or 

Deschampsia caespitosa 'Schottland'
Foliage: 30w x 24h x Plume: 44h Shade to Full Sun
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Boulder Blue Fescue Grass is a recent introduction and the bluest fescue to date.  
Wonderful compact form with intense blue tufts of wiry, hair-like foliage.  Individual 
plants tend to die out at center after two to four years, especially if stressed by 
summer heat or waterlogged soils in winter. In any case, annual shearing in late 
winter often contributes to longer life and neater appearance.  Dispite their shorter 
life span, the brilliant fine spikey blue look that this plant offers to the garden is worth 

Festuca glauca 'Boulder Blue'
Foliage: 16w x 8h x Plume: 30h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Same as Helictotrichon but cultivar can be of a bluer color.  Clump forming, wiry, 
vivid blue-gray leaves radiates out from the center to form a bristling round dome of 
foliage to 2 feet tall (like a form of a large pincushion). Moderately drought tolerant. 
Use a stiff rake annually to remove old foliage.  Interesting companion plantings are 
Russian Sage and Sedum 'Ruby Glow' or 'Autumn Joy'. The panicles are white to 
beige and are borne on tall stems (sparse flowing in hot/humid weather).  Plants 

Helictotrichon sempervirens 'Sapphire'
Foliage: 34w x 24h x Plume: 36h 1/2 to Full Sun
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(MARGINALLY Hardy in Midwest!) Great for container gardens in our area!  The red-
leaved garden form has been well-known for more than a century in Japan as 
companion plants to bonsai.  It spreads very slowly by shallow rhizomes.  Very 
upright leaves, emerging green, red at tips, and increasing in it's red color over 
summer, becoming intense in late summary and autumn.  Zone 6 grass.  Origin: 
Common to lowlands in Japan, China, Korea, and Manchuria. (Poaceae/Grass)

Imperata cylindrica 'Red Baron'
Foliage: 0w x 20h x Plume: 24h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Incorrectly labeled and distributed as Miscanthus floridulus in the USA.  Grows in 
erect clumps and has huge, pale, blue-green foliage.  The leaf blades can be 1.25" 
wide.  The leaves are arching, giving the overall effect of a large fountain.  The white 
panicles are pyramidal shaped and up to 20" long.  Makes a great background, 
specimen, screen, or conversation plant!  A late bloomer or not at all in cooler 
climates.  The lowest foliage (3') frequently turns brown in late summer if water 

Miscanthus 'Giganteus'
Foliage: 72w x 96h x Plume: 120h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Very hardy, coarse foliage, creamy white plumes (Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Blondo'
Foliage: 45w x 60h x Plume: 72h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Showy glue-tinged foliage. A massive bloomer.  Origin: China & Japan. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Bluttenwonder'
Foliage: 48w x 60h x Plume: 72h 1/2 to Full Sun
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A truly outstanding new miscanthus! 'Gold Bar' forms an eye-catching clump of 
green leaves that are horizontally banded in creamy yellow from the base of the plant 
to the tips of the leaves. There's nearly as much yellow as there is green! Adding to 
its appeal, this grass is strictly upright and compact in habit, so there's no need to 
stake or tie it. In mid-fall, showy burgundy inflorescences appear just above the 
foliage.

Miscanthus sinensis 'Gold Bar'
Foliage: 30w x 36h x Plume: 60h 1/2 to Full Sun
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A large grass to 6 ft. tall with a thin leaf blade, giving it a finer texture than the other 
Miscanthus (except 'Morning Light').   Grey green foliage, forming a dense upright 
vase shape clump.  The plume when it first emerges is bright burgundy to dark pink.  
Best of all Miscanthus for dried arrangements. Quite useful as a background plant or 
as a specimen planting. Fall foliage turns orange in cool climates.  One of the oldest 
and best know Miscanthus cultivars.  Mature specimens may tend to flop if shaded, 

Miscanthus sinensis 'Gracillimus'
Foliage: 80w x 75h x Plume: 90h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Warm season grass with fine, slender, 1/4" wide foliage and upright, arching form.  
Large, bronze to white plumes appear in mid to late August (early for a Miscanthus) 
high above the foliage.  Prefers moist, rich, well drained soil in full sun.  This plant is 
one of the best for northern climates because of its early pluming characteristic.  
Origin: Introduced by Ernst Pagels (species China and Japan). (Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Graziella'
Foliage: 48w x 60h x Plume: 78h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Foliage is a medium width with a natural silver midrib line.  The outstanding 
characteristic is the very full burgundy plumes making an early show in mid-August.  
Great for northern climates.  Clump forming.  Good winter interest.  Profuse 
blooming.  Bred by Martin Quinn of Canada.  Origin: Hortictural selction from Martin 
Quinn of Canada. (Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Huron Sunrise'
Foliage: 60w x 60h x Plume: 72h 1/2 to Full Sun
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A very robust upright immense Miscanthus!  It graces the sky with plumes which are 
15 inches long and with segments 10 inches long. Now that's a Miscanthus plume!  
Named for the large, loosely open, pink-tinted plume, which have relatively few 
raceme branches, and these are slightly pendent.  Origin: Introduced by Ernst 
Pagels (species China and Japan). (Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Kaskade'
Foliage: 65w x 80h x Plume: 100h 1/2 to Full Sun

c:\aaa\benchcards\

A strong grower with good fall color.  Pink/purple plume turns silver in August.  
Leaves wider than 'Graziella' but similar in form.  Low coarse foliage.  Origin: 
Introduced by Ernst Pagels (species China and Japan). (Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Malepartus'
Foliage: 36w x 40h x Plume: 72h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Morning light is prized for its very fine, 3/16" wide, arching foliage with distinct green 
and white stripes giving it a silvery appearance.  Red-bronze plume appear in 
October and dry to a fluffy cream white.  Origin: China & Japan. (Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Morning Light'
Foliage: 48w x 66h x Plume: 60h 1/2 to Full Sun
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A new compact selection.  One of the smallest Miscanthus.  Thin, dark green, fine 
textured foliage is 3/16" wide with a good red-bronze fall color.  Foliage is held 
somewhat horizontally arching, giving the plant a bamboo-like appearance.  Dark red-
brown plume appear late August and are held about 1' above the foliage.  An 
excellent selection for the small garden.  Origin: Introduced by Ernst Pagels (species 
China and Japan). (Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Nippon'
Foliage: 48w x 39h x Plume: 60h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Arching clumps of 3/8" wide foliage have horizontal yellow bands spaced about 4" 
apart.  Will find 0-2 bands per blade. Deep reddish-brown plume appear early 
September.  Differs from Miscanthus sinensis 'Strictus' & 'Zebrinus' in that it is 
shorter, has earlier plumes, and wider spaced leaf bands.  Origin: Introduced by 
Ernst Pagels (species China and Japan). (Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Puenktchen'
Foliage: 64w x 54h x Plume: 80h 1/2 to Full Sun
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A clump grass needing full sun and moist, well drained soil.  Medium textured, green 
foliage begins to change color in September.  By late fall it is a orange-red.  Flame 
grass really stands out in the fall garden.  Silvery plumes appear in late August and 
are a knockout with the fall color.  Nice grass for grouping or accent in perennial 
beds.  Origin: China & Japan.  Latin: Miscanthus oligostachyus ‘Purpurascens’. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Purpurascens'
Foliage: 24w x 48h x Plume: 60h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Variegated foliage with white margins, similar to Miscanthus sinensis 'Silberpfeil' & 
variegatus, but much more compact.  Excellent variety for the smaller garden. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Rigoletto'
Foliage: 36w x 36h x Plume: 48h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Medium textured foliage with creamy white edge.  Makes a magnificant specimen 
plant or in a LARGE clump of several plants.  Much more upright than the familiar M. 
s. 'Variegatus'.  At a distance it looks like a water fountain because of massive 
amount of white strips in the leaves.  plumes in September. (Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Silberpfeil'
Foliage: 72w x 60h x Plume: 72h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Porcupine Grass derives its name from the spiky foliage which has closely spaced, 
horizontal, cream yellow banding across the leaves.  It is a clumping grass with a 
stiff, upright growing habit.  Pinkish plumes appear in October.  It is a very showy 
grass and makes a striking specimen plant.  Similar to 'Zebrinus' in regards to the 
heavy banding.  However, the leaves are half as long as 'Zebrinus' which hardens 
the plant and makes it look more coarse.  Origin: Horticultural selection (Species 

Miscanthus sinensis 'Strictus'
Foliage: 60w x 77h x Plume: 84h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Low foliage, slender culms, silvery-white plumes.  What is incredibly attractive with 
this variety is the great separation between the top of the foliage and the plumes. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Udine'
Foliage: 48w x 48h x Plume: 72h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Zebra Grass grows in upright clumps.  The arching, 5/8" to 7/8" wide leaf blades 
have yellow bands spaced about 2-3" apart yielding 4-7 bands per blade.  Pale beige 
plumes appear in mid October.  Similar to 'Strictus' in regards to the heavy banding.  
However, the leaves are twice as long as 'Strictus' which softens the plant and 
makes it look more tropical.  Origin: Horticultural selection from China & Japan. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Miscanthus sinensis 'Zebrinus'
Foliage: 72w x 77h x Plume: 86h 1/2 to Full Sun
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This variety of Panicum is totally unique from the reset.  The foliage color is a purple 
blue color, with a slight waxy white covering.  Stiffly upright.  Seed heads dark 
burgundy.  Origin: Introduced by Kurt Bluemel. (Poaceae/Grass)

Panicum virgatum 'Heavy Metal'
Foliage: 36w x 42h x Plume: 64h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Similar to the popular Panicum 'Prairie Fire' PPAF, this new selection has blue-green 
foliage that turns a deeper shade of wine-purple beginning in early summer. This 
grass is strictly upright from top to bottom, unlike 'Prairie Fire' whose leaves curl at 
the top. In late summer here in Michigan, deep purple panicles are produced.  Origin: 
Horticultural selection by Martin Quinn. (Poaceae/Grass)

Panicum virgatum 'Huron Solstice'
Foliage: 30w x 42h x Plume: 48h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Cultivar of the native Switch Grass selected by Northwind Perennial Farm near Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin.  The seed heads are open panicles.  The foliage has an 
interesting green color on the tops, and blue on the backs.  Stiffly upright habit 
making it the most vertical grasses available.  Nice yellow fall color.  Prefers fertile, 
well drained solid and full sun.  Late to begin growth in the spring, but when it starts 
will rapidly take its place in the garden.  Good for massing and cutting.  Origin: 

Panicum virgatum 'Northwind'
Foliage: 36w x 72h x Plume: 72h 1/2 to Full Sun
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A tremendous improvement over older red panicums.  Blue-green foliage begins to 
turn wine-red by early summer.  Rosy flower panicles appear just above the foliage.  
Origin: Horticulural seedling selection, Gary Trucks of Amber Wave Gardens, MI. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Panicum virgatum 'Prairie Fire'
Foliage: 24w x 36h x Plume: 48h 1/2 to Full Sun
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This superb seeding of Panicum v. 'Shenandoah' is extremely red!  People of 
mistaken th is grass for Japanese Blood Grass.  Backlit by the sun, it can look like a 
glowing red sunset, thus the name.  Like most Panicums, it begins it's season green 
and later changes to red.  The habit is similar to Panicum 'Prairie Fire' but less 
height.  Origin: Horticulural seedling selection, Van Hoorn Nurseries, Inc.. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Panicum virgatum 'Red Sunset'
Foliage: 24w x 36h x Plume: 48h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Unmatched for burgundy fall color.  Leaves green in early summer, taking on dark 
red tones by July and turning wholly wine-colored by September.  It has the best 
burgundy coloring of all the switch grasses.  Very similar in appearance to Imperata 
’Red Baron’, Japanese blood grass, during the summer months. Tolerates a wide 
range of soil.  Origin: Selected by hans Simon of Germany from his evaluation sof 
more than 500 seedlings of 'Hanse Herms'. (Poaceae/Grass)

Panicum virgatum 'Shenandoah'
Foliage: 24w x 36h x Plume: 48h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Very large panicumn.  Pinkish-tan panicles are produced just above the blue-green 
leaves.  Stronly upright roliage remains standing through winter.  Origin: Horticultural 
selection by Gary Trucks. (Poaceae/Grass)

Panicum virgatum 'Thundercloud'
Foliage: 60w x 96h x Plume: 96h 1/2 to Full Sun
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A slightly smaller form than the species, it grows to a maximum of 3 feet, 
comparable to 'Hameln' with slightly coarser foliage.  Dusky light brown flowers 
beginning in August. It has superb fall color, turning a golden color with red-orange 
tints.  The red tints are sometimes visible throughout the summer. Introduced by Kurt 
Bluemel. Named for German horticulturist Cassian Schmidt.  Origin: Native to sunny 
open lowlands and grassy places in Japan and over much of eastern Asia. 

Pennisetum alopecuroides 'Cassian'
Foliage: 48w x 30h x Plume: 40h 1/2 to Full Sun
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A dwarf form of the species with finer textured leaves.  Flowers cream-white, 
beginning in late July.  Has proven to a popular and reliable performer in the 
midwest.  Excellent and handsome in mass plantings.  Origin: Native to sunny open 
lowlands and grassy places in Japan and over much of eastern Asia. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Pennisetum alopecuroides 'Hameln'
Foliage: 48w x 24h x Plume: 36h 1/2 to Full Sun
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The ultimate in large fountain grasses that are available in cultivation.  Massive 7-8' 
wide plant showing large 'black' plumes with a gorgeous white tip.  For a large area 
this certainly creates a show stopper.  Inaccurately labeled as Pennisetum a. 
'Moudry' in some literature and nurseries.  Origin: Native to sunny open lowlands and 
grassy places in Japan and over much of eastern Asia. (Poaceae/Grass)

Pennisetum alopecuroides 'Japonicum'
Foliage: 72w x 48h x Plume: 60h 1/2 to Full Sun

�������������	�
����������������������������������� ������������������	������Page 7



�����������	�
��������
�	�
��

c:\aaa\benchcards\

A very dwarf selection ideal for edging or the rock garden.  Plume lighter colored 
than species and is held (relatively speaking) above the foliage.  Origin: Native to 
sunny open lowlands and grassy places in Japan and over much of eastern Asia. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Pennisetum alopecuroides 'Little Bunny'
Foliage: 18w x 10h x Plume: 20h 1/2 to Full Sun
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'Little Honey' is a white centered sport on Pennisetum 'Little Bunny'.  This vigorous 
little grass still needs a special site in the rock garden or anywhere that it won't get 
lost in a full size border.  In late summer, the tiny narrow leaf clump is topped with 
miniature tan bottle brush like plumes to the grand height of 6" tall.  Origin: Native to 
sunny open lowlands and grassy places in Japan and over much of eastern Asia. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Pennisetum alopecuroides 'Little Honey'
Foliage: 15w x 6h x Plume: 16h 1/2 to Full Sun
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(ANNUAL) This is not just an all green form of 'Rubrum'.   Deep-pink plumes over 
spray of green foliage.  The foliage is much finer and extremely dense compared to 
'Rubrum'.  I believe this selection eventhough all green is spectacular compared to 
'Rubrum' because of the deep-pink plumes.  Does not survive below 40 degrees!  
DO NOT set out too early!  Origin: Tropical Africa, southwestern Asia, Arabia.. 
(Poaceae/Grass)

Pennisetum setaceum
Foliage: 48w x 48h x Plume: 64h 1/2 to Full Sun
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(ANNUAL) A mass of deep burgundy red blades forming a rounded weeping clump.  
The extremely long bottle brush plumes are also a beautiful burgundy red!  This is an 
annual grass but very worthy to be grown in any northern garden!!  Grows quite 
quickly, needs FULL sun.  Any less than full sun will make a profound impact on final 
season plant size!  Does not survive below 40 degrees!  DO NOT set out too early!  
Origin: Native to tropical Africa, southwestern Asia, and Arabia. (Poaceae/Grass)

Pennisetum setaceum 'Rubrum'
Foliage: 48w x 48h x Plume: 64h 1/2 to Full Sun
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Previously named Erianthus ravennae, it is one of the tallest grasses hardy above 
zone 6.  In fall large beige feather duster like plumes rise to 14 feet dwarfing the 5 
foot tall foliage.  Mature clumps may number as many as 50 of these plumes!!!  
Origin: Southern Europe.  Latin: p.k.a. Erianthus ravenne. (Poaceae/Grass)

Saccharum ravennae
Foliage: 60w x 60h x Plume: 170h 1/2 to Full Sun
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A native, strictly clumping, prairie grass.  The bottom shoots are bluish colored, thus 
the common name, Little Bluestem.  Most of the height of the plant is made up by the 
plumes, which appear in late summer.  The ripening seed heads have a fluffy, 
feathery appearance and look beautiful with a bronze to copper fall color.  Little 
Bluestem is effective in masses or naturalized.  Most characteristic grass of the 
American tall grass prairie.  DO NOT MULCH!  Origin: North America from Canada 

Schizachyrium scoparium
Foliage: 24w x 16h x Plume: 39h Full Sun
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A native prairie grass which forms handsome, arching clumps.  The fine textured, 
green leaves are 1/16" wide, produce a flowing mound, and turn golden hues in the 
fall.  Long, refined, airy panicles appear in August.  Prairie Dropseed is extremely 
drought tolerant.  The fragrance of the plume has been compared to burnt buttered 
popcorn.  Very slow growing requiring at least four years to attain significant size.  
This long-lived, trouble-free plant just keeps getting bigger for decades without any 

Sporobolus heterolepsis
Foliage: 24w x 10h x Plume: 40h 1/2 to Full Sun
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